5 Trends
You Need to Know Before Beginning
Your Kitchen Remodel
U-Line Design Series
Regardless of where you live or what kind of house you call home, your
kitchen is much more than just another room. From the humblest starter
home to the largest mansion, the kitchen is the place where you prepare
your meals, the spot where your family gathers, and the place where you
talk about your day.
That makes the kitchen perhaps the most important space in your home,
and it also makes a kitchen remodeling project a very big deal indeed. No
matter who you are, how much money you have, or what you do for a living,
you probably have a picture in your mind about what the perfect kitchen
remodel should entail. Armed with that mental picture of the perfect kitchen,
you sit down to plan it all out. You then call various contractors, designers,
or architects to get a number of estimates and do what you can to prepare
for one of the biggest home transformations in your life.

Before you embark on that kitchen
remodeling project, it is important
to look at current trends and how
they can impact the job going
forward. Researching current trends
in kitchen remodeling does not
mean blindly following the crowd or
imitating the home improvement
projects of your next door neighbors.
In fact, once you start doing your
homework, you will find that
knowing the trends in kitchen

Trend #1

Creating a Personal Space
The trend toward personalization
has been going on for some time
now, and it shows no signs of slowing
down. It is easy to see why
personalization is so highly prized
in kitchen remodeling—after all the
kitchen is a special place, and
comfort, practicality, and adherence
to lifestyle are all to be highly prized.

remodeling can help you develop a

Homeowners are increasingly

space that is truly personal,

focused on creating a kitchen design

meaningful, and totally your own.

that will enhance the comfort of

Here are some of the most

their cooking and eating spaces.

significant trends in the world of

Instead of focusing solely on resale

kitchen remodeling, starting with

value, modern homeowners are

the move toward personalization.

much more concerned about

improving their current lifestyles
and enhancing the comfort of their
family members.
Another factor aiding the trend
toward personalization is the aging
of the population. More and more
older Americans are choosing to age
in place, opting to remain in their own
homes rather than retirement homes
or nursing facilities. The desire to age
in place is certainly understandable,
and as the population gets ever
older, kitchen designs will need to
follow suit. Add to that the fact that
people are choosing to live in their
homes longer rather than move,
and you have yet another reason
homeowners are choosing to

2

A family of four will have a different set
of priorities and a different way they live
in the kitchen than a bachelor, an empty
nesting couple or young professionals
with no kids.

Trend #2

The Multi-Function Room
The kitchen used to have a single
function, that of daily meal
preparation. These days, however,
that single room is likely to serve
a variety of purposes, and that has
created a trend toward a new
multi-use space.
Modern kitchen designs certainly
reflect this move from single-use
to multi-use space. As family life
becomes busier, and time together
more precious, the right remodeling
project can encourage family
togetherness and improve quality
personalize their kitchen remodeling

recent years, and that has created

projects and focus on their own

changes in the way people prepare

needs rather than the desires of

their meals, the way they cook,

some future buyer.

and the way they entertain. Modern

It is also worth noting that different
demographics have different
lifestyle needs, and that makes the
personal kitchen remodel all the
more important. The very definition
of family has changed markedly in

kitchen design reflects all of these
trends, creating a truly personal
space where the homeowner, and
their family members, can be
comfortable and at home.

of life for everyone.
The trend toward multi-use kitchen
design has helped to break down
the walls between the kitchen and
the living area. In some cases, that
breakdown of walls is literal, with
homeowners removing the physical
barriers that once separated the
cooking space from the rest of
the house.
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In other cases, the barrier of
breakdown is more symbolic, but no
matter how it is handled, the trend
toward multi-use space has changed
the way kitchens are designed, and
the way they are enjoyed.
In this brave new world, visitors
might find not only a beautifully
designed cooking space, but a
home office, a study nook for the
kids, or even a fully functional
laundry room. They may also find
a layout that blends seamlessly
from kitchen to living room
to family room, a space that
encourages family members and
friends to congregate, chat, and
spend quality time together.
This trend toward multi-use kitchen
design is also manifested in
increased counter space. When a
single room is used for so many
different purposes, the importance
of counter space becomes even
greater, and increasing that space
is a major goal of many kitchen
remodeling projects. From computers
and work stations to smart phones
and tablets, the modern kitchen
needs plenty of counter space to
accommodate all those devices.

are designed for different activities.
The island may be redesigned as a
homework station, while the counter
is used to prepare meals, and a third

The multi-use revolution often means

area is dedicated to entertaining. In

that specific areas of the kitchen

some cases, this means designing
the new kitchen with multiple islands,
each one dedicated to a specific
need of the family members.
Many kitchen designs split the
room into two distinct spaces, one
dedicated to traditional kitchen

Kitchens designs are focusing on
amenities meant to increase the
functionality of the kitchen space as well
as the life stage, cultural, and personal
preferences of the homeowners.

Trend #3

Open Plan Kitchens
The trend toward open floor plans
has been gaining steam in recent
years, and many new homes are
designed with large open spaces
instead of small cramped rooms.
This trend toward openness can be
seen in many modern kitchen
designs, and the open floor plan
also contributes to communal use
and family togetherness.

activities like meal preparation

Kitchens are quickly becoming the

and cleanup and the other side

new living rooms—the space in the

designated as a work area. This

home where family members

creates a multi-use space that keeps

gather, friends are entertained,

everyone happy, something that

and life is lived. As a result, many

previously has been difficult to do.

homeowners are choosing to
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Open plan kitchens help make the kitchen the heart of the home.

remove the surrounding walls and
physical barriers, creating a large
open space that is warm,
welcoming, and beautiful.

Trend #4

The Kitchen is the
Heart of the Home
For many years, the living room

This open kitchen design helps to

was considered the heart of the

foster a holistic quality to the

home, but these days that title

layout of the entire home, but it

increasingly goes to the kitchen.

also turns the kitchen into a true

The kitchen is the heart of the

status symbol. Modern homeowners

modern home, and any successful

love open floor plans, and

kitchen remodel should create a

converting a small cramped

space that is designed for living.

kitchen into a large open one can
significantly increase the resale
value of the property. That gives
the conversion to an open floor plan
one of the highest returns on
investment, something future home
sellers should keep in mind.

The desire to make the kitchen the
heart of the home and designing
the space for maximum comfort
dovetails well with the aging in place
concept, since different stages of life
come with very different needs. A

young family of four will have very
different needs and priorities, and a
different way of living than a
bachelor, an empty nester, or a
young professional with no kids. The
open kitchen design can adapt to all
those needs, but it can also change
as priorities change over time.
Trend #5

The Shift to
Transitional Design
The final kitchen design trend on
our list is the move from traditional
to transitional design. The kitchen
is changing, and the needs of
various families and living
configurations is driving that
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Transitional Design and
Modular Refrigeration
The benefits of transitional design
are exemplified by modular
refrigeration. Built-in, modular
refrigerators allow for a completely
customizable kitchen space design
with dedicated refrigeration, wine
preservation, freezer, or ice making
units. This creates a flow that
accommodates today’s kitchen
design trends.
Modular units can be placed
anywhere in the kitchen to suit
storage and design needs while
providing convenience of
Transitional design combines elements of old and new.

change. The current trend in

itself in a number of different

kitchen design is toward a clean,

ways, from sparkling stainless

comfortable, and simple aesthetic.

steel ranges and undercounter

In the new world of kitchen design,

refrigerators to double sinks and

everything may have a practical

stylish new dishwashers.

purpose, but the end result is a

accessibility and point-of-use. That
means meats, fruits, and vegetables
are conveniently stored near the
prep areas, and drinks and snacks
are accessable to the kids.
Placement is optimized to fit
lifestyle and design needs.

beautiful space where everyone
feels at home.
A transitional kitchen borrows
elements or references styles of
the past and combines them with
contemporary features to produce
something new and fresh. This
trend has meant a shift toward a
contemporary and very modernlooking kitchen, but with style
references that feel familiar.
Transitional design relies on
built-in appliances, that serve both
a practical and aesthetic purpose—
ehancing the usage experience,
while maximizing available space
and creating a more pleasing
aesthetic. Instead of standing out,
the appliances blend in, creating
a cohesive, and more beautiful
whole. These modern aspects of
transitional design may manifest
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Modular refrigeration units can be placed anywhere in the kitchen which means
they will suit storage and design needs while providing greater convenience.

U-Line is an award-winning market

If you are getting ready to remodel

You can also find a U-Line dealer

leader in modular refrigeration,

your own kitchen, it is important to

near you by visiting our

offering premium built-in

plan your project carefully. A kitchen

online store locator.

undercounter ice making,

remodeling project is a major

refrigeration, and wine preservation

undertaking, and it is important to

products. Please visit the U-Line

seek help and guidance throughout

website to learn more about

the process. To learn more about

modular refrigeration.

modern kitchen design and how

Find A Dealer

modular refrigeration can enhance

Learn More

your kitchen, you can request
product literature by visiting
u-line.com.

Request Literature
7

